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Council held a National 'Ideas' competition to spark 
new thinking on the future of cultural and civic precinct 
on the Gold Coast.

Entrants were invited to respond to a design brief includ-
ing an art gallery, performance theatre, multi-purpose 
civic concert hall, cafe-entertainment, 400-seat drama 
theatre, discovery centre/museum, a cinema complex, 
library interpretive centre and associated car parking.  
Design ideas also had to address the specific attributes 
of the site, and in particular, the flood prone nature of 
the site.

The competition attracted 56 entries and the jury se-
lected a winner, a high commendation and three com-
mendations.

Prizes, including $90,000 for the winning entry, Island of 
Culture by Supercolossal, were awarded at a ceremony 
held on 20 October 2009 at The Arts Centre Gold Coast.

The Ideas competition and associated community en-
gagement highlighted the challenges and provided in-
spiration for the opportunities presented by this unique 
site. A summary of key issues can be viewed on the 
Inspired Ideas page.

‘The competition should 
provoke the discussion of 
issues and concerns, that it 
should inform public debate 
about critical aspects of 
environmental and cultural 
issues relevant to the site and 
to the City’s vision and that 
it should inspire by revealing 
or suggesting opportunities 
that sit beyond the frame 
of conventional planning 
processes.’ ~ Jury

ideas
competition
entries
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Gold Coast Island of Culture
WINNER

Super 
Colossal 
Matthew Bennett
Erin Field
Marcus Trimble

Super Colossal is an emerging practice that works across a wide range of 
projects including public projects, temporary structures, urban proposals, 
residential and memorials. Super Colossal is actively engaged in promot-
ing Australian architecture locally and abroad through its website, events 
with the Australian Institute of Architects, and Pecha Kucha night. 

http://supercolossal.ch





This island will house the cultural and civic activities for the 
city of the Gold Coast, repositioning and reinventing the Gold 
Coast as an arts and culture destination.

The Island of Culture will be a dramatic new icon for the city 
hovering over the surface of the water, and positioned at the 
geographic centre of the city.

At the centre of the island is a public space on the scale of the 
world’s finest civic spaces. The landscaped, shaded square 
will be a vital organ for the city, with restaurants, public facilities 
and the major arts institutions opening out onto it.

Like the best public squares, it will act as a performance
space, a living room and importantly, when empty as a quiet 
and dignifi ed room for the city.

A scalloped glazed curtain wraps the perimeter of the island 
unifying the volume of the precinct. At night this curtain will 
glow, a beacon revealing the depth of activity within. In con-
trast, the spaces carved from the interior of the island by the 
bridges and public spaces will be lined in stone, with large 
openings into the cultural and
civic facilities.

Bridges connect the cultural and civic precinct to neighbouring 
parklands and the city creating an integrated network of bicy-
cle and pedestrian connections through the city.

A significant parkland is formed to the west of the precinct, 
retaining the green edge at this point in the city. A strip along 
Bundall Road is nominated as a site for expansion or future 
development.

A new island 
is proposed 
for the 
Gold Coast.
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The perimeter skin will provide 
opportunities for natural ventila-
tion to the public areas around 
the performance spaces and 
galleries. The skin may act as an 
open screen where appropriate 
and be fully enclosed where re-
quired. Workspaces will incorpo-
rate best practice for sustainable 
design in commercial spaces uti-
lising innovative techniques such 
as chilled beams, labyrinth cool-
ing and reusing grey water for fl 
ushing. 

Bridges connecting residential, 
commercial, light industrial and 
tourist districts will encourage 
widespread bicycle use in the 
city, reducing the dependancy on 
motor-vehicles and opening new 
opportunities for individual trans-
port networks around the Gold 
Coast region.

ESD Strategy
The form of the Gold Coast Cul-
tural and Civic Precinct provides 
an aerodynamic solution to cli-
mate protection providing wind 
and solar protection which is of 
great importance in this region. 

The civic square will be a shady, 
sheltered space, with a large un-
dercover area. The large area of 
public parkland on the western 
edge of the site will act like a 
densely vegetated green lung for 
the city.

The roof areas may be used to 
house photovoltaic cells to con-
tribute to power generation for 
the precinct. The large roof area 
will provide ample surface area for 
the collection of rainwater to be 
reused for fl ushing and for water-
ing and maintaining the large area 
of parkland on the site. 
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Jury Commentary
In common with many entries this proposal recognizes that the site of the Gold Coast 
Cultural and Civic Precinct lies within the flood plain of the Nerang River and is there-
fore vulnerable to inundation from predicted future sea level rise; initially flooding low-
laying land and later almost half the site.

Responsible approaches to meeting the danger of predicted flood events are to pre-
pare either to defend the site or to retreat.  This scheme creates a decisive subdivision 
over the site to defend the land by both consolidating and raising the low-laying areas 
to form the precinct as an Island of Culture.

By designing a defended cultural and civic precinct as a hybrid - ‘is it a building island 
or is it a landscape island?’  this bold scheme presents a new urban type for the Gold 
Coast whilst simultaneously recalling the ancient islands in the Laguna Veneta such as 
the Isola Murano and Isola San Michele.

The winning scheme proposes a civic square, located at the heart of the Island of Cul-
ture envisaged as a grand outdoor place with a central address at the intersection of 
three bridging pathways that reach out from the island to the community.

The bridges connecting the city to the Island of Culture can also extend pedestrian 
and bicycle routes through to the civic square creating the potential for a lively public 
place at the centre of this visible, iconic landmark.

By concentrating the civic and cultural functions on the Island of Culture the remaining 
site is proposed as open parkland not only retaining the green edge at this point in 
the city but also extending the opportunity to link with a sequence of forest parks that 
would create significant linear landscapes stretching into the south-west hinterland.  
With the scarcity of public open space for the future flood-free City of the Gold Coast 
these open parklands will make a significant contribution.

The winning scheme by Super Colossal is a 
bold concept with a gleaming ‘Island of Cul-
ture’, a man-made island inspired by the Gold 
Coast’s tradition of canal development and 
connected to Evandale, Surfers Paradise and 
Chevron Island with three pedestrian bridg-
es.  The island’s perimeter is wrapped in a lu-
minous scalloped, glazed curtain that glows 
at night.  Housed within its walls are mayoral 
chambers, performing and visual arts facilities, 
some council staff offices, restaurants and 
public space.  Over on the Evandale site, much 
of land is retained as a public space with paths 
and trees.

The Report of the Competition Jury can be 
found below. It outlines the jury’s assessment 
and provides commentary on the awarded 
schemes.  The jury also considered the role of 
the “ideas competition” and how the resulting 
ideas and propositions could drive wider dis-
cussion about ideals and intentions and noted 
that:

‘The competition should provoke the discus-
sion of issues and concerns, that it should 
inform public debate about critical aspects 
of environmental and cultural issues relevant 
to the site and to the City’s vision and that it 
should inspire by revealing or suggesting op-
portunities that sit beyond the frame of con-
ventional planning processes.’

‘The ideas elicited through this competition 
will help to inform an exceptionally thorough 
and ambitious brief for the ongoing develop-
ment of the Cultural Precinct…one that plans 
for success rather than one that timidly sets 
goals compromised by the fear of criticism.’
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Entry C4C4
HIGH COMMENDATION

Gall & Medek Architects 
Gall  & Medek Architects with the Queensland College of Art, GU, Masters of 
Design Futures programme

Jim Gall, Chris Schofield (G&M) 
Dr. Tony Fry, Petra Perolini (QCA)
Rae Cooper, Nora Kinnunen, Olivia Mathieson (students)

The team core skills are in ecology, architecture, urban design, re-directive 
design practice and consultation.  The team has previously worked to-
gether on designing sustainable cites on a metabolic ecological model 
applied to economy, culture, learning, governance and design as well as 
technology.

Gall & Medek Architects  
http://www.gallandmedek.com.au/

Masters of Design Futures 
http://www17.griffith.edu.au/

14



15



16



17



18



Jury Commentary

This is a highly qualitative response to the Ideas Competition brief offering positive aspirations for the social, cultural, economic 
and environmental evolution of the subtropical coastal city over coming decades and beyond, using the Evandale site as a cata-
lyst.

Examination of the submission reveals a nuanced outcome that is embedded in responsive communities and local distinctive-
ness.  The importance of an identity based on the lifestyle advantages provided by the location’s natural characteristics is taken 
into account at a profound level. The result is an approach that provides strong ideas for ‘casting the city of the Gold Coast into a 
position of global leadership’ in achieving long term care of community and place.  Rather than spectacle and short-lived drama, 
this submission recognises the symbolic values of the site and offers a plausible re-imagining of the Gold Coast city of the future 
that includes and celebrates the current city. 

A conceptual mosaic accommodates future challenges including certain inundation, cultural diversification and reorganised ur-
ban patterns that include food production and knowledge industries. The submission demonstrates the authors’ knowledge of 
the cultural and creative life of the Gold Coast community and proposes ideas for two new kinds of cultural institution: a multi-
versity and an inter-cultural resort.

This submission adds valuable concepts to the dialogue regarding visions for Evandale and the Gold Coast City’s future.  It pre-
sents the possibilities of innovative thinking, and suggests actions for directing the incremental changes necessary for transform-
ing the mental map of the city for residents and visitors.
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AAAD COMMENDATION

DC8
Studio
Brett Anstis

“As well as offering a framework for connection within the local community, the beacons and info hubs 
expand out into the great Gold Coast and beyond to explore opportunities to network with global 
communities. So as well as a gathering place, the site becomes a conduit for discourse and sharing of 
knowledge which encourages us to think globally and act locally.”

http://www.dc8studio.com/
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This design approach is interwoven with symbolism entertaining a rich story of 
regional context and history.  The open character of the river site is enhanced 
and the site uses have been adapted to allow flexibility of planning.

The proposal focuses on a pragmatic site plan, generated by aspect and 
prospect opportunities with linked built form ‘wings’ providing a dynamic edge 
to a new open green space - a positive landscape space.  The green space 
gathers the site uses, providing order to the built form and a foreground to the 
water and city skyline views beyond, to the sites north and east.  The over-
looked green space also invites activity and participation, a stage for others 
to relate to.

The new built forms are dynamic and stand elevated above the ground plane 
isolating spatial use from possible inundation, this feature enhances visual 
connectivity and legibility.  Accessible undercrofts created by the fragmented 
overhead structures provide shade and shelter at the ground plane.  Vehi-
cles and services are stored below grade within the building footprints freeing 
the ground plane for public open space.  The need for strengthening public 
transport links is identified in minimizing reliance on the private vehicle.  Sub-
stantial areas of existing mature vegetation and open space are retained and 
enhanced with the capability for deep planting.

Site connectivity is addressed through a new green link to the east via a 
shaded, lightweight bridge, a linkage to the Chevron Island ‘urban village’ 
is required.  The adaptive scheme use presents no net loss in flood storage 
capacity and allows flexibility for overland flow.  The site planning and built 
forms are informal, sculptural, address sustainability issues and have a cultural 
significance to the Gold Coast.

The signal and beacon analogy of connected light towers whilst supported 
in extending an idea beyond the site is seen as somewhat remote, one best 
experienced via media or a place of some elevation.

Jury Commentary
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AACP 
COMMENDATION

LVO 
Architecture
Gregory O’Brien

“In the first instance we wanted to create a place 
that is for the people - a place for congreation 
and free assembly, a democratic place, and an 
accessible place (in terms of visual, physical, and 
virtual accessibility).“

http://www.lvo.com.au
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Jury Commentary
The genesis of this design idea lies in the desire to re-establish a respectful relationship between man 
and nature and to demonstrate this through the recreation of an exemplary ecosystem. This ecosystem 
then lends unique identity to this cultural place.

The reclamation of the site attempts to redress historical instances of insensitive coastal development 
which stripped ecosystems bare and hardened the interface between land and water in order to expe-
dite the sale of land or the establishment of platforms to build upon.

This proposal seeks to re-establish a natural waters edge and the provision of wet-lands, marshlands 
and swales to allow for inundation and a potential manifestation of water level fluctuations through cli-
mate change.  An overlay of high ground is achieved for buildings to house various cultural functions 
and over that again is a network of pedestrian and cycle paths that enable a myriad of routes to trav-
erse the site and to access different buildings.  The elevated pathways allude to the “lighter touch” with 
which man should engage with nature.  The ground plane remains accessible to pedestrians to explore 
the various spaces created by the network of wetlands and waterways.  The elevated path system is 
an alternative and a “retreat” proposition that can accommodate intermittent flood events but still give 
access to all cultural facilities.  A superimposed layer of photo voltaic cells provides shading to the el-
evated paths and electricity for the site.

Whilst the buildings defer to a topology that asks for green roofs and walls they each are proposed to 
express an identity pertinent to their various uses.  The major buildings closest to Bundall Road are 
those that provide landmark structures to celebrate the civic roles and the pursuit of education and 
innovation.

The network of paths and the arrangement of buildings, generally to the extremity of the peninsular 
leaves a new town square in the centre which is suitable for events, festivals and public assembly.  This 
space is clearly and easily accessible from Bundall Road and the bridge link from the east and is con-
tained by low-level buildings. 

A dynamic bridge structure connects the tip of the peninsular with Surfers Paradise and providing a 
route for pedestrians, cyclists and modern public transport.  The sinuous form of the bridge with inter-
twined structure to allow for different modes of movement is an innovative concept worthy of further 
exploration. 

Unlike other proposals which 
arrange buildings around 
streets or important view cor-
ridors and axes this propo-
sition of a web of elevated 
paths and islands for build-
ings risks being illegible and 
difficult to negotiate. A bright-
ly coloured ribbon structure 
provides a way finding device 
towards important buildings, 
access points and destina-
tions.  Whilst unresolved in 
its current stage the device 
which is also designed to pro-
vide shelter, folly and interest 
could be further explored as 
an orientation device across 
the broadly proportioned 
peninsular.

True to its title “threading peo-
ple – place and ecosystem” 
this proposition is refreshing 
because it elevates the im-
portance of natural systems 
I achieving a sustainable fu-
ture.

As the driver for the precinct 
“Nature” would bring a unique 
and iconic status to the Gold 
Coast’s cultural heart.
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AACS COMMENDATION

Matt Drysdale
“This is such a sensitive site – almost total waterfrontage, right in the heart of the Gold Coast, stitching 
together the mountains to the West and the ocean to the East whilst creating a new dual platform of 
Urbanity mixed with social sustainability and contextual integration. 

This will become an oasis within the Gold Coast CBD where you could take in a market or sit in on an 
art class, see a film, meet friends for dinner and then travel home by boat.”

http://www.mattdrysdale.com
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Another sunrise blesses the sand of Broadbeach. The first surfers enter the water, 
runners, walkers and wanderers are all out making the most of the morning. The Gold 
Coast community is one of the most active communities with arguably the best climate 
in Australia.

The Gold Coast is a coastal village – A Community of like-minded, easy going and 
energetic people. It is envisioned that the master planning and possible redevelopment 
of the Gold coast Civic Centre will encourage, compliment and extend the healthy 
sociological environment.
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1. Create and execute a realistic timeline/ program leading to the implementation of the preferred 
master plan objectives.

2. Undertake carbon offset planting schemes and initial foundations projects to show seeding and 
propagation of the master planning scheme.

3. Integrate site body with existing, urban language and context whilst maintaining and strong 
definition and contrast of architectural and physical language.

4. Express the character of the Gold Coast and surrounds and what the future vernacular of coastal 
living may represent within a contemporary society.

5. Compliment mix of building and natural investments, not just buildings and roads.

6. Encourage and inspire the Gold Coast arts and artists precinct and also promote new people to 
move to the area for us of new facilities.

7. Art – nature integration

8.  Develop a new “multi-use” and function attitude towards development, not just one block of land, 
one function (Example, cars under parkland on top with wind gen incorporated)

9. Create public links to city heart and chevron island wit cross-site movement towards race track, 
residential and golf course

10. Explore and promote landscape integration buildings to take advantage of site contours.

Master Plan Concept Approach & Objectives
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1. Encourage a more linear diagram of planning based on 
the preferred brief relationships of precincts, to promote more 
integration with landscape, smaller, more personalized public 
spaces, a “breaking down” of the precincts into a “village that 
connects the city to community and is accessible for all levels of 
users. The precincts then become a “journey” that the public can 
explore and offers different types of public, private, secluded and 
activity orientated spaces. Created spines allow for promenading 
and access across the site.

2. Integrate canal and marina whilst maintaining the tidal pond 
location as the “heart” of the site. As the Gold Coast has Venetian 
styled canals that allow the community to travel by water craft, it 
is proposed to encourage this by introducing a public marina for 
patrons whilst allowing site permeation for water. The community 
would be able to take a boat to go to a show or perhaps to the 
weekend market instead of driving. Person powered craft, small 
sail boats, canoes and dinghies would be encouraged to berth 
and utilise the site. Imagine travelling by boat to the weekend 
market instead of driving!

3. Trees and grass not cars! Promote open, naturally ventilated 
car parking under buildings and also where possible, under 
parkland. Following traditional building practices, this method 
would especially be encouraged within the flood/inundation zones 
so that buildings are above flooding and water can pass through 
basements. It is envisioned that the community can still access 
buildings during this time along higher pedestrian linkages. To 
encourage as much parkland as possible, earth fill is removed to 
dig canal and for building construction and would be mounded 
over car parking with recreational spaces and wind turbines 
on top. This would also elevate more of the site against future 
flooding.

Key Components

4. Trees. Trees. Trees. Intense re-generation of as much natural habitat 
and integrate water management, recreational functions and wind/solar 
harvesting to as much of the site as possible. This creates a “green” and 
sustainable heart to the Gold Coast, promoting a forward thinking example 
to the community and benchmarks/creates precedence for developers and 
Government to follow.

5. “It’s all about the Journey”. Encourage pedestrian/ recreational 
permeation of site with bridge and boardwalk links to Chevron Island and 
Broad Beachand the western boundary of  the site.

6. Offer a selection of outdoor public use spaces including amphitheatres, 
cultural/indigenous performances, markets, passive sports and recreation as 
well as multipurpose outdoor facilities.

7. Encourage a cross pollination of community functions within larger 
scaled precincts and create a more holistic approach to uses by offering a 
broad range of scaled spaces within precincts to promote social relationships 
within precincts across the site. This allows for a more inviting and human 
scaled series of spaces within the master plan.

8. Create working buildings: 
          • Rainwater harvesting
          • Solar Collection/Facades
          • Wind Harvesting
          • Clear – reusable floor spaces
          • Sustainable building materials

9. Site lines. Create and promote sight lines across, into and out of site. 
The genetic makeup of the precincts should encourage this whilst offering a 
pedestrian level of experience creating new vistas around every corner and 
expressing the journey and promoting the “village” cross-site experience.
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The arrangement of buildings, which are large to 
suit their civic and cultural roles, flank the waters 
edge and are set away from Crombie Avenue.  This 
enables the “Civic Village” to have an impressive 
waterside presence when experienced from more 
distant vantage points and at the same time engage 
positively with existing low rise residential areas to 
the south.

The alignment of the pedestrian spine provides a 
legible link from Surfers Paradise through the site 
towards future destinations and redeveloped areas 
to the west.  This pedestrian spine which offers 
differently proportioned outside public spaces for a 
range of performances, events and activities could 
also figure as a route for future, people friendly, public 
transport linking Surfers Paradise towards Nerang.

This Civic Village proposition is underpinned by 
sensible strategies regarding landscape, pedestrian 
and vehicle movements, views, vistas and 
connections.

The idea achieves not only the configuration for 
substantial civic buildings but also a diversity and 
quantum of genuinely accessible public space and 
landscape to this precious Gold Coast site.

Jury Commentary
This proposal brings a street of substantially scaled 
buildings towards the most easterly point of the 
peninsular to reach out towards Surfers Paradise,  
thus reducing the currently perceived sense of 
isolation of the cultural precinct from the coastal 
strip.  The location of the major anchor building at the 
tip of the peninsular provides a magnet and legible 
destination for bridge links from Surfers Paradise 
and Chevron Island.

The predominately “edge” location of buildings gives 
over the substantial areas of the site to landscape 
space providing a park-like interface with Bundall 
Road and also views into the site and to a public 
gathering space.

A canal and tidal pond become both the destination 
and an important focal point within the “Civic Village” 
and create a distinctly Gold Coast and egalitarian 
public space reflective of the lifestyle connections to 
water, boating and the development history around 
canal making.

Excavated material from the tidal pond and canal 
is used to cover some basement car parking 
which occurs under landscape and also to shape 
the open space areas in order to provide a range 
of differently scaled spaces for public enjoyment 
and development of exemplary landscape and 
environmental husbandry.
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THE ENTRIES & IDEAS
Many competition entrants saw this as an opportunity not an obstacle …rather a springboard to launch towards 
novel solutions and to make a precinct of unique character  ...clearly different from the stereotype of cultural centres.

Other themes which emerged consistently included:

Most entries proposed buildings with a low-set modern look, often exuberant in form and sometimes partially 
concealed beneath green roofs.  Some were raised to counter any flooding or climate change issues. There were a 
couple of high rise style buildings.

• The need for high quality public transport to the site

• Pedestrian and cycle bridges with direct connection to the coastal strip ….often sinuous, 
graceful forms …almost always a statement in themselves

• Expanding the sense of scale and accessibility of green space

• Celebrating the water’s edge and inviting water onto the site

• The recognised imposition that car parking (even in basements or under green space) places 
on the sustaining of viable habitats and ecosystems

• A public gathering space embraced by built form

• Buildings of civic stature
• Projecting the presence of the cultural precinct towards the coastal strip via bridges or built 
form on the tip of the peninsular to combat the sense of isolation of the precinct

• Its a place in a “green” corridor linking Nerang to Surfers Paradise
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ENTRY: 1-CCDA
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ENTRY: 2-CC6E
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ENTRY: 3-CC9S
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ENTRY: 5-CCSG
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ENTRY: 6-CCMW
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ENTRY: 7-C7C7
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ENTRY: 8-C9C9
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ENTRY: 9-CCCF
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ENTRY: 10-C6C5
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ENTRY: 11-CCGT
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ENTRY: 12-CPCC
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ENTRIES: 13-CMMC

72



ENTRY: 14-CCYG
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ENTRY: 15-CCZZ
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ENTRY: 21-CCDI
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ENTRY: 22-CCTH
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ENTRY: 23-AAAB
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ENTRY: 24-AAA0
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ENTRY: 25-AAAT
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ENTRY: 26-AAAW
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ENTRY: 27-AABB
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ENTRY: 28-AABD
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ENTRY: 30-AABM
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ENTRY: 32-AABO
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ENTRY: 33-AABP
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ENTRY: 34-AABQ
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ENTRY: 35-AABT
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ENTRY: 36-AABW
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ENTRY: 37-AABY

113



ENTRY: 38-AACA
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ENTRY: 39-AACB
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ENTRY: 40-AACE
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ENTRY: 41-AACF
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ENTRY: 42-AACI
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ENTRY: 43-AACJ
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ENTRY: 44-AACK
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ENTRY: 45-AACM
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ENTRY: 46-AACQ
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ENTRY: 47-AACT
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ENTRY: 48-AACU
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ENTRY: 50-AACX
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ENTRY: 53_Student_1
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contact information:
Gold Coast Cultural Precinct 
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Email: goldcoastculturalprecinct@goldcoast.qld.gov.au 

Web: www.goldcoastculturalprecinct.info
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