Gold Coast Cultural precinct
Issue #03 ~ OCTOBER 2015

goldcoastculturalprecinct.info

Amphitheatre takes shape

WHAT’S ON

AN OUTDOOR theatre, integrated into the surrounding
Artscape, will become be the centrepiece of Stage 1 of
the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct.
To be open in time for the Gold Coast 2018
Commonwealth Games™, the garden-style
amphitheatre includes landscaping over the stage and
wings, with potential for grassed observation areas,
picnic spots, play equipment and areas for artistic
activation.
By 2018 it will be ready to host a wide array of
performances, functions and events.
With Council endorsing the new concept on 11
September 2015, ARM Architecture and Topotek
1 are now progressing design to enable Managing
Contractors ADCO Constructions Pty Ltd to begin
Stage 1 work early in 2016.
The amphitheatre, with its raked central lawn,
represents a new direction for what will be the

Construction update
ADCO Constructions will begin
Stage 1 early works in October
2015. Decommissioning of the
administration buildings will
continue until Christmas with
demolition in early 2016. This
will make way for the precinct’s
sweeping central lawn with
views to Surfers Paradise. The
new Customer Service offices
will open in Karp Court in
December 2015

The beat goes on

precinct’s versatile outdoor space and Stage 1
focal point. It replaces the previous pavilion-style
design (known as The Splash) with the new concept
developed following market testing, consultation and
feedback from stakeholders and potential users.
Coming at a comparable cost, the new concept also
performs the same function as the Splash. It will still
be purpose-built and equipped with capacity for
audiences of up to 1000 people, and the opportunity
to bump in equipment for larger programmed events.

Stage 1 access
With Stage 1 concentrated
towards the east of Evandale,
most events and activities
will be unaffected. However
some parking and access
arrangements will change
to enable construction. For
information on Stage 1 parking
and access, view the factsheet
at goldcoastculturalprecinct.
info

Benefits
As well as 120 jobs during
construction, Stage 1 is
expected to attract almost
300,000 visitors annually from
2018, generating $11.4 million
in direct tourism expenditure.
The AA-rated Riverside Galley
alone could welcome up to
100,000 visitors in its first year.

While we’re building our
cultural future, an exciting
array of events, festivals and
activities will continue at
Evandale, including a diverse
and exciting program of
performing and visual arts at
The Arts Centre Gold Coast.
Some of the precinct’s major
events are featured here
Evandale Parklands
GOLD COAST OPEN
HOUSE
17 October
POP UP PICTURES
Celebrate GC600 free
screening of action
blockbuster Speed
19 October
MULTICULTURAL
FESTIVAL
1 November
SUMMER AT THE CENTRE
1-31 January 2016
AUSTRALIA DAY
26 January 2016
Continued over
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Stage 1 by 2018

WHAT’S ON
The Arts Centre Gold Coast
theartscentregc.com.au
COMEDY IN THE BASEMENT
23 & 30 October, 6 November
A MORNING WITH JANE
RUTTER – FRENCH KISS
Australia’s premiere flautist
celebrates French music,
20 October, Paradise Showroom

Detailed design work is underway for the first stage of the Cultural Precinct to be ready when the Gold Coast hosts
the 2018 Commonwealth Games™. Stage 1 will include:

RUSSIAN BALLET THEATRE –
SWAN LAKE
The well-loved classic ballet on
stage, 20 October, Arts Theatre
SLEEPING BEAUTY
An enduring fairytale told en pointe,
21 October, Arts Theatre

1. Riverside Hub – adapting an existing building into a transitional home for the City Gallery, artistic co-working
spaces, creative tenancies and café. AA-rated flexible gallery spaces will occupy the first level of the repurposed Council Riverside building, enabling both local and drawcard touring exhibitions to be presented.
The galleries will connect to an external courtyard able to display outdoor art installations and host exhibition
launches and functions. At ground level co-working spaces will provide opportunities for artistic production and
a riverside café will provide exceptional views to the Nerang River and Surfers Paradise.

AFTER DARK: GRAHAM
BURSTOW
The photographer discusses his
work, 22 October, Gallery 2

2. Amphitheatre (stage and lawn) – to host performances, festivals, civic events and cinema. Integrated into a
garden landscape, the stage will be fully equipped for smaller audiences of up to 1000 people and provision for
larger events of up to 5000 people and beyond. The central lawn will create a green connection between the
existing Arts Centre Gold Coast (TACGC) and the Riverside Hub.

THE CONFIDENCE MAN
An interactive theatre experience,
22 – 26 October, The Space

3. Initial Artscape – with landscaping liking Stage 1 facilities and ready to host a diverse outdoor artistic and
cultural program and offer inviting spaces for informal events, public art, picnics, celebration and recreation.
4. The Arts Centre Gold Coast (existing) remains – with existing facilities connected visually and physically
across the central lawn to the Riverside Hub.

FLESH: THE GOLD COAST
1960s, 70s & 80s EXHIBITION
Photographic exhibition on Gold
Coast Beach culture, 23 October –
6 December, Gallery 2

5. Council’s Chambers Building (existing) retained – its forecourt leading to the central lawn and amphitheatre,
which can host a range of civic receptions, events and celebrations.
Final designs for a future Friendship Bridge, providing an important pedestrian and cycle connection between the
Cultural Precinct and Chevron Island are also part of Stage 1.

GOLD COAST YOUTH
ORCHESTRA
200 young musicians gala concert,
24 October, Arts Theatre

4

ISSI DYE AND THE CROONERS
Hit songs from Dean Martin, Bobby
Darin and Al Jolson, 24 October,
The Basement

5

PEPPA PIG: BIG SPLASH
A musical fun adventure for little
ones, 25 October, Arts Theatre

3

CONTACT – A DOCUMENTARY
The last Aborigines and the modern
world, 28 October, Arts Theatre
THE LAUGHING SAMOANS
New Zealand’s hilarious comedy
act, 30 October, Arts Theatre

STAGE 1
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

STEVE TYERMAN: EBB &
FLOW EXHIBITION
Coastal landscapes exhibition
31 October – 29 November
Foyer Gallery

Riverside Hub
Amphitheatre
Artscape
Arts Centre
Civic Chambers

1

GOLD COAST CULTURAL PREC

LEVEL 11/522 FLINDERS LANE MELBOURNE VICTORIA 3000 AUS
T/ 03 8613 1888 F/ 03 8613 1889
mail@armarchitecture.com.au
ABN 22 476 949 399
armarchitecture.com.au
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City farewells old friend to make way for Stage 1

WHAT’S ON
The Arts Centre Gold Coast
theartscentregc.com.au
LUCKY COUNTRY
Music from Neil Finn, John
Farnham and more, 31 October,
The Basement
MELBOURNE CUP LUNCHEON
Delicious lunch with lakeside views,
3 November, Paradise Showroom
FRENCHY LIVE AND LANKY
Internet sensation Frenchy will
have you in stitches, 6 November,
Paradise Showroom
ESPIAL
Queensland College of Art
showcase exhibition,
7 – 29 November, Gallery 1

ON THE 39th anniversary of the opening of the Surfers Administration Centre, the Beehive again became the focus
of civic celebration as city leaders – past and present - the builders, the architect and former and current staff
gathered in the ageing building to celebrate its history before it makes way for the $37 million Stage 1 of the Gold
Coast Cultural Precinct.
A crowd of more than 100 people included four of the city’s six living mayors – Denis O’Connell, Lex Bell, Gary
Baildon and Tom Tate. The celebration included: Screening of THE TRANSFORMATION – an engaging historic
account of the building and its role in Evandale’s evolution; extraction of the Evandale time capsule; and launch
of Farmland to the Future - a Book of Stories featuring the genesis and fascinating working life of the city’s first
Evandale Civic Building – a window on the development of the Gold Coast itself.
The time capsule will remain sealed for another 11 years to fulfil the original intent of the city’s forefathers to open it
on the 50th anniversary on 11 September 2026.
“I see this as not just a happy gathering of people with similar memories but akin to a funeral where we say
with both dignity and sadness to an old friend, thank you for a job well done, thank you for the service and the
memories. Farewell good and faithful servant.” – Councillor Lex Bell

GOLD COAST JAZZ AND
BLUES
Sinatra spectacular, 13 November,
Paradise Showroom
DOUG ANTHONY ALLSTARS
The comedy smash-hit returns,
13 November, Arts Theatre
RICK PRICE SUPPORTED BY
CASEY BARNES
Aussie favourite performs classic
and new hits, 14 November, The
Basement
TWO REDHEADS IN SEARCH
OF A MATCH
A musical cabaret revue,
21 November, The Basement
MASON & HAMLIN – WILLIAM
HENNESSY
One of Australia’s finest violinists,
28 November, Gallery 1
GOLD COAST ART PRIZE
Contemporary art practice across
Australia, 5 December – 31
January, Gallery 1
A ROCKIN’ CHRISTMAS
Dinner & Show, 50s & 60s style,
18 - 19 December, Paradise
Showroom
BRING IT ON THE MUSICAL
Cheerleading musical fun for
school holidays, 8 - 17 January,
Arts Theatre
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The voronoi

Photo: Graham Burstow OAM

FLESH: The Gold Coast 1960s, 70s & 80s Exhibition
EXPERIENCE Gold Coast beach culture from the 60s, 70s and 80s immortalised by acclaimed photographer
Graham Burstow. His black-and-white hand-printed images capture the essence of this special era at the Gold
Coast, and yet are timeless in terms of the stories and emotions they convey.
The exhibition, 23 October to 6 December in Gallery 2, will provide an opportunity to view the city’s historic
time capsule - recently extracted from the foyer of the Surfers Paradise Administration building - and THE
TRANSFORMATION documentary which form part of the exhibition.
In conjunction with the exhibition, the original architect of the Surfers Paradise Administration building, Alan Griffith,
will join local creative Claudio Kirac, lecturer, School of Architecture, University of Queensland, Dr Nicole Sully, and
local Year 12 student Della Evans to reflect on how the city reconciles between the Gold Coast as a place of great
development and change and one that also understands and creatively engages with its history.
The free event History and Memory in a fast-changing city will be held on Friday 13 November in Gallery 2.

For more information please contact
City of Gold Coast
Economic Development and Major Projects
The Project Team
P 07 5581 7747
E goldcoastculturalprecinct@goldcoast.qld.gov.au
W goldcoastculturalprecinct.info

MP1614

Stage 1 will introduce the
distinctive voronoi pattern which
will progressively connect every
aspect of the precinct, through
landscaping, paving, building
facades and glazing. Winning
design team leaders ARM
Architecture and Topotek 1
employ this naturally-occurring
cellular pattern as subtle, yet
defining, destination theme across
the precinct. It also reflects the
intention for the precinct to act as a
true cultural heart, generating and
connecting physically and digitally
to creative communities across the
Gold Coast and beyond.

