
 

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

4 - AHMAD IZAHAM ARCHITECT
Ahmad Izaham Architect



Ar. Ahmad Izaham ARCHITECT          1  OF 6

GOLD COAST CULTURAL PRECINCT DESIGN COMPETITION

Team members

Statement of skills, capability and suitability 
for the design challenge

AHMAD IZAHAM

Architect

B. Arch. 

Deakin University, Geelong, Australia

Izaham has almost twenty years of professional practice having 

worked on projects at various scales from private dwellings, 

offices and learning institutions to shopping and commercial 

complexes in collaboration with HL Design Group, Kuala 

Lumpur.  These completed projects have provided insight and 

skill in project management with an emphasis on compliance 

to building codes and regulations.  

KHAIRI ISMAIL

Architect

B. Arch., B. Sc.

International Islamic University, Malaysia

Khairi is a passionate advocate of passive solar and ecologically 

sustainable design.  His understanding and experience comes 

from his time at Ken Yeang’s studio, Kuala Lumpur.  His past 

work includes office towers with sky gardens in New Delhi, 

India and offices blocks with internal courtyards in Kuala 

Lumpur that respond to the tropical climate of Malaysia.

MATHEW ALLEN

Architect

B. Arch. (Hons), BSc. 

Victoria University of Wellington, NZ

Matthew has over twenty years of design and construction 

experience ranging from grass-roots cultural and tourism 

developments in British Columbia, private residential work in 

Sydney, hospitality projects in Bali and Singapore, to major 

mixed-use commercial, retail and residential developments, 

educational and airport infrastructure developments, 

residential and commercial masterplanning schemes in 

Malaysia.

DICKSON LOW

Architect

B. Arch., B. Applied Science

Curtin University of Technology, Perth, Australia

Dickson is our mystery man. 

DR. SUSAN MELLERSH-LUCAS

Architect

B. Arch (Hons), PhD (Ecologically Sustainable Design)

Deakin University, Geelong, Australia

Susan ran her own studios both as a glass artist and architect 

in her local community for almost 10 years while also being 

involved in the performing arts as a singer and musician and 

as a producer and set-designer for local theatre. Her return to 

study ended with a PhD candidature in ecologically sustainable 

design. Since then she has worked as an ESD consultant 

for private developers and NGOs while also providing input 

into her local council planning review before coming across 

to Malaysia to take on larger development projects with the 

objective of steering them towards ecologically sustainable 

design.

SZE-EE LEE

Architect

B. Arch., B. Applied Science

Curtin University of Technology, Perth, Australia

Sze-Ee’s focus on the spatial relationship between cities, 

neighbourhood and buildings and their impact upon 

quality of life for the inhabitant comes from her conceptual 

masterplanning work for projects in China and UAE and her 

involvement in healthcare design while working in London.  Her 

skill in stakeholder engagement comes from her experience in  

Private Finance Initiative (PFI) and Public Private Partnership 

(PPP) healthcare projects.  She is currently the lead designer 

for a large university campus expansion in Kuala Lumpur.

FAIZ AKHBAR 

 

Urban Designer

M. Arch., BPD (Arch)

University of Melbourne, Australia

Faiz’s career spans both urban design and atelier architecture 

studios.  His focus in urban design and architecture is to 

enhance the social fabric of a community and its values 

through positive engagement and empowerment of the end-

user as a critical counterpoint to other stakeholder interests.
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Demostration of previous design work

INSTITUTIONAL AND CIVIC

Asia Pacific University, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia Nilai Impian 2, Nilai, Malaysia

APIIT Educational Campus, Subang, Malaysia

Conservation Management Plan, George Town, Malaysia

Federal Hill, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia Royal Selangor, Setapak, Malaysia

Star Hill Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Vivatel, Cheras, Malaysia

Danga Bay, Johor Bahru, Malaysia

OUG, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Seri Suria, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Eco-Medini, Iskandar, Malaysia

APIIT, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

KLIA2, Sepang, Malaysia

KXIA, Kunming, China

TRANSPORTATION

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL MIXED USEURBAN DESIGN AND CONSERVATION
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Narrative Response to the Brief, Site Response 
and Design Response

Response to the Brief - Multi-stakeholder engagement

Stakeholders identified are:

The local council - who need housing for ceremonial and 
administrative functions and the staging of civic events.

The original aboriginal inhabitants - who retain a deeply 
ingrained relationship to the original Wallum country with its wildlife 
and natural ecosystem functioning.

The local community - who use the artscape, park, pool and 
riverside with their associated picnic and playground facilities, the 
riverside chapel, boardwalk, nature-walk, cycling path and jetty.

Tourists and tour operators - who want to enrich their 
sightseeing and holiday activities programmes.

The arts community - who need a focal point through which to 
nurture a vibrant reflexivity for the benefit of the wider community.

The immediate business park residents and 
householder neighbours - who want a balance between 
accessibility and privacy with a focus on minimising traffic 
congestion, noise and light pollution of the neighbourhood.

Site Response 1 - Sustainable Refurbishment and Reuse

Core elements of the site infrastructure have been refurbished and 
supporting elements redesigned in accordance with the overarching 
philosophy of sustainability through reuse and adaptability.  This 
respects the embodied value of the existing infrastructure while 
enabling a focused investment in those elements essential to the 
revitalisation and expansion of the cultural precinct.

Site Response 2 - Connectivity

Connections to the land, both in its original and altered forms, 
have been strengthened and integrated into the precinct as 
usable artscape.  Sightlines have been identified and connections 
strengthened across the site and beyond, while buffer zones protect 
the immediate neighbourhood from unwarranted intrusion from 
traffic, light and sound.

Design Response 1 - Wrap and Shade

The Gold Coast, with its outdoors -oriented lifestyle, needs 
protection from the heightened UV exposure without compromise.  
In response, buildings have been wrapped and outdoor circulation 
shaded using stretch fabric to enable the two gestures to become 
the one.  The clothing of all the existing and new elements in this 
way turns the precinct into a striking and memorable event in itself.

Design Response 2 - the Stretched Canvas

The Wrap and Shade also acts as a stretched canvas offering up 
both horizontal and vertical planes for art.  The Wrap and Shade 
becomes an integral part of the wider artscape and landscape as 
both canvas and object d’ art.  The walls are the focus for street 
art and, at night, the huge roof provides the projection screen for 
artworks created in the spaces below.

Design Response 3 - Droplets, Ponding and Rippling

Droplets and the ponding of water provide the inspiration for the 
singular roof form and cut-outs of the Wrap and Shade as Blank 
Canvas.  In response, the circulation space below is mounded to 
a high point directly below the aperture of the roof above.  The 
programme of outdoor activities ripples across the precinct from this 
centre.

STEP 1
Sustainable 
refurbishment and reuse

The design process:

STEP 2
Identifying the node

STEP 3
Connectivity

STEP 4
Wrapping the existing

STEP 5
Shading

STEP 6
Droplets, ponding and 
rippling

STEP 7
New programmes 
introduced
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Surfers Paradise

Plan of Site Context 1:4000 (A3)
Existing buildings and infrastructure to be retained

Foyer of the new arts museum

Riverside administration

Main theatre and fly tower

Lagoon

Riverside chapel

Civic chambers

Site entrance
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Artscape and Green Bridge

Green bridge connecting GCCP 
with Chevron Island art walk 

and Surfers Paradise beyond

Living Arts Centre

New Arts Museum

Civic Chambers

Multi-layered outdoor space as 
parking and landscaping zone

Gathering space for civic and 
cultural events

Integration and expansion of 
existing chapel

Wallum Country landscape

Open-air amphitheatre 
with Surfers skyline as 

backdrop

Urban beachfront with 
picnic facilities and 

playground

the “Stretched Canvas” 
as shading and projection 

screen for atrworks created 
in the spaced below

Fishing and docking jetty

Promenade and 
boardwalk served with 

F&B and retail

Artscape and Green Bridge
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1 Nodal point of the plaza as water feature
2 Exisiting Council chambers
3 Community gallery
 Administration hub at upper level 
4 Great hall
5 Twelve galleries
6 Cafe / bookstore / souvenir shop
7 Workshop for collection and handling
8 Storage for exhibition equipment
9	 Administration	offices
10 Learning and production space
 Community spaces
11 Foyer for living arts center
12 Main theatre
13 Drama theatre
14 Black box theatre
15 Four underground cinemas
16 Green Rooms & Dressing Rooms
17 Function rooms
18 Rehearsal space
19  Jazz bar at the promenade
20 Artist residences 
21 Promenade
22 Open-air amphitheatre
23 Urban beach
24 Boardwalk with retail and F&B
25 Wallum Country
26 Fishing and mooring jetty
27 Green bridge
28 Riverside chapel
29 Soft-surface car parking
30 Gathering ground
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Nerang River

View under stretched canvas roof  toward community gallery

Diagrammatic plan 1:2000 (A3)


