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Team

Feduchi
Medek
ToreroJosé Torero

MSc and PhD in Engineering 
Professor and Head of School of Civil Engineering 

University of Queensland

Luis Feduchi 
Architect CSCAE

Director of ROAD, Centre of Research on Architectural Design
Professor of Design at the University of Queensland

Fedor Medek
Ing.arch, Engineer architect

Consulting Architect for Richard Kirk Architect, Donovan Hill 
and Architectus

Architecture

Construction

Museology

A design team lead by the principal of a award-
winning architecture and urban design practice, 
Luis Feduchi Arquitecto, supported by the 
expertise of Queensland’s design development 
specialist and award winning consultant Fedor 

Medek and backed by a research-and-design 
academic platform: the Centre for Research 
on Architectural Design at the University of 
Queensland also known as ROAD.

A multi-disciplinary research consortium originally 
constituted to tap into the rise of Cultural 
Precincts in Asia. A set of museum and heritage 
related organizations associated to both the 
University of Queensland and the Queensland 

Museum offering consultancy services on 
exhibition design and museum administration, 
curatorial training, world heritage assessment and 
management to both the private and public sector.

A collaborative research group linking industry 
and academia on issues of advanced design, 
building materials and appropriate technology. 
Lead by Professor José Torero and Professor 
Luis Feduchi, the group aims to research, design 

and implement pioneering experiences in areas 
such as tall timber structures and advanced 
fire engineering in collaboration with private 
architecture and engineering  local corporations 
such as ARUP.

ROAD is a collaborative research centre based 
at the University of Queensland, interested in the 
research component of architectural practice. It 
comprises a number of major areas of research 
pertinent to the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct, 
such as museum architecture and territorial 

research embedded in the local context. It also 
has international expertise and established 
partnerships in specific locations around Europe, 
the Asia Pacific region and the Americas, such 
as Berlin, Madrid, Chennai, Hangzhou, Lima and 
Philadelphia.

Luis Feduchi
Jonathan Kopinski, ROAD Project Officer
Amelia Hine, ROAD Projects Coordinator 

I-Wen Kuo, ROAD Research Assistant
Sam Charles-Ginn, ROAD Research Assistant

José Torero
Craig Gibbons, Principal, Brisbane Buildings Leader, ARUP

Chris Gildersleeve, Principal, Fire Engineering, ARUP
Gerardo Soret, ROAD-SoCE Assistant

Fedor Medek
Campbell Grey, UQ Art Museum Director
Andrew Sneddon, UQ Culture & Heritage Unit
Graeme Were, UQ Museum Studies Program 
Matthew Whincop, UQ Culture & Heritage Unit
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Work

Feduchi  
Medek  
Torero

Selection of positions and research

José Torero
Selection of publications

Luis Feduchi 
Selection of international competition  projects

Fedor Medek
Selection of Design and Documentation Consultancies

Gold Coast  
Cultural Precinct  
Competition

1 2 3 4 5

2
Carmen Del Negro Historic Archives 
Albaicin, Granada World Heritage site Competition
Location: Albaicín, Granada | Competition: 1st prize, May 2002| 
Completion: 2009 | Client: Patrimonio Albaicin | Cost: 4.7M Euro 
Photo credit: Janier Callejas 

4
Elemental Chile  
Innovative social housing project Competition
Location: Santiago de Chile, Chile | Competition: Runner-Up, 
November 2003 | Client: Elemental Chile | Construction costs: 
7.500 Euros per Unit | Surface Area: 150 Units per housing block

5
Liangzhu New Town
International Urban Design Competition with S.O.L. Stuttgart
Location: Hangzhou, China | Competition: Shortlisted 2010 | 
Surface Area: 1100 ha

State Library of Queensland Redevelopment
Design and documentation for Donovan Hill Architects
Location: Brisbane, QLD | Completion: 2006 | Client: Bovis Lend 
Lease (for Arts QLD) | Area: 35,000m2 | Cost: $76m (2005)

3
Australian Broadcasting Corporation Headquarters
Design Development and Documentation of building envelope for 
Richard Kirk Architect
Location: Brisbane, QLD | Completion: 2012 | Client: Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation | Area: 15, 000 sqm GFA
Photo credit: Scott Burrows

Brisbane Supreme and District Courts
Documentation for Architectus, Brisbane
Client: Department of Public Works, QLD Government | Location: 
Brisbane, QLD | Area: 64 000m² | Completion: 2012 | Original 
value: $570m

Key Positions and Prizes
Landolt Chair in Innovation for a Sustainable Future at École 
Polytechnique Fédéral de Lausanne, Switzerland | Director of the 
BRE Centre for Fire Safety Engineering, United Kingdom | Chair of 
the Fire Safety working Group of the International Council for Tall 
Buildings and Urban Habitat | Tam Dalyell Prize for Excellence in 
Communicating Scientific Knowledge, University of Edinbugh

Research areas
Fire safety of complex environments (mines, tall buildings, bush 
fires, urban wild land interface, tunnels, aircraft, spacecraft, etc).

Sanitation, waste management and contaminated land remediation.

1
Tall Timber Structure Feasibility Study
School of Chemical Engineering Extension
Location: The University of Queensland, St Lucia Campus | 
Collaborative Research Proposal | Client: UQ Property and 
Facilities | Date: 2012-13

 
Research consultants
Strategic partnership with ARUP, Brisbane



Luis Feduchi, “Type-site Museum; An architectural perspective on 
Museography and the archaeological concept of Type-site. The 
architecture of Liangzhu Culture Museum and Ningbo Museum,” 
International research symposium, Narratives, Models and the 
Culture of Museums in China, held at the Queensland Art Gallery, 
2012.

The importance of the cultural institution in the 
development of successful social environments cannot 
be overstated, with culture and creativity indispensable 
in establishing thriving communities with strong 
identities. The new Gold Coast Cultural Precinct 
represents the next stage of evolution for the Gold 
Coast, driving forward the vision of an active, inclusive 
and memorable cultural heartland while retaining the 
unique character and lifestyle that distinguishes the Gold 
Coast region. 

The Cultural Precinct will act as social and cultural 
catalyst, enhancing the vitality and creativity that will 
prove crucial to establishing lasting social cohesion 
and connectedness, a vital step in light of the sustained 
coastal migration that is projected for the region. 
The Cultural Precinct actively responds to its urban 
context, drawing together the many facets of the Gold 
Coast’s cultural identity to coalesce into a single object. 
The objective of embracing the existing site is key to the 
concept of the type-site museum, where the tension 
between the architectural shell and the cultural heritage 
it houses is brought to light. This is emphasised through 
the interplay between content and context, or type and 
site, where the envelope of the architecture takes on the 
role of extraordinary phenomena, serving to interrupt the 
flow of context to define a content that encapsulates and 
champions the ordinary. 

In direct response to the concept of type-site, the 
structure covers the maximum site area with the 
minimum impact to the land, acting to capture and 
frame a small fragment of the urban fabric. The austere 
illusion of a square container serves to define the site, 
and yet the inherent permeability of the structure itself 
allows a fluid relationship to exist between the contents, 
public and city. 

The design serves to facilitate and make visible the 
vibrant interactions that characterise the Gold Coast, 
creating a space which can be activated both day and 
night through endless reinterpretations. This cultural 
milieu combines with the reinstated wilderness of the 
dynamic artscape to meld and saturate the surrounding 
city and ignite a culturally active Gold Coast. 

Abstract
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“The Type-site Museum is more 
than a book or a building; it has 
the potential to be a book that can 
be walked through, a building that 
can be read.”

David Chipperfield Architects, Liangzhu 
Culture Museum at Hangzhou, China. 
Photo Credit: Christian Richters

Wang Shu, Amateur Architecture Studio,  
Ningbo Historic Museum.  
Photo Credit: Lv Hengzhong
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Presenting a new public edge to the river, the Artscape extends 
beyond the boundaries of the site to infuse its urban surroundings 
with a renewed vitality. Meandering through gardens and 
waterways the Art Walk links the Chevron Island footbridge 
(pictured) to the burgeoning precinct, with complex interactions 
between sculptural interventions and the revegetated landscape 
enhancing the natural beauty of the wetlands. 

The lively exchange between Chevron Island and the Cultural 
Precinct will activate the public space, creating a vibrant 
atmosphere with an engaging street life augmented by encounters 
with alfresco dining, bars and cafes. Future integration with an east/
west busway promises sustained growth of the city’s emerging 
cultural nucleus.

Artscape Gold Coast  
Cultural Precinct  
Competition
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Museum

1
The Arts Museum occurs as a sequence of enclosed volumes 
positioned within a permeable timber canopy. The tension between 
the intimate interior interventions and the civic scale of the archi-
tectural envelope is poignant, with workshop spaces, community 
facilities and permanent collections all serving to emphasise the 
ephemeral nature of capturing and separating the interior from its 
urban context. 

2  
Acting as functional space that houses offices, workshops, loading 
and storage facilities, the walls of the Gallery Surround simultane-
ously contain and connect the precinct with the surrounding urban 
environment. On the north-east corner (pictured), a riverside eatery 
provides an occasion for such a discovery, ensnaring either a view 
over the water to Surfers Paradise or internally into the framed 
landscape of the Great Terrace. 

3 
Two semi-enclosed courtyards interact with the Great Terrace to 
provide a spatial contrast to the Arts Museum (left) and Living Arts 
Centre (right). Each courtyard frames and protects a fragment of 
the site, interfacing with the facilities to offer constant lightness and 
flexibility.
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