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Team composition and statement of skills

Culture cannot be imported 
and imposed – as designers, 
our aim is to create a flexible, 
sustainable framework within 
which creativity and different 
forms of art can flourish. 
The Gold Coast Cultural 
Precinct is a wonderful 
opportunity to create such  
a quarter, which is of its place, 
a welcoming destination for all, 
a catalyst for exciting new  
forms of art and a celebration  
of local culture. 
We have been inspired by your ideas:  
the unorthodox conversion of existing 
spaces, the playful approach to 
infrastructure, cinematic buildings and 
open-air venues, opportunities for cultural 
exchange, the incorporation of emerging 
digital technologies and above all,  
the sense of fun and creativity that runs 
through your brief. 

At the same time, we understand the 
unique financial and planning challenges 
of establishing a thriving new cultural 
quarter – our work with the West Kowloon 
Cultural District (2) has allowed us to 
address in great depth how to create 
such a destination, and how it can be 
sustained to bring long-term benefits. 
In Hong Kong, the strategic aim is to 
embed culture as part of the everyday 
life of the city, in order to nurture a rich 
cultural and creative life from within. 

We are excited by the opportunities 
presented by the location. Foster + 
Partners has been working in Australia  
for more than fifteen years on a broad 
range of projects. While each responds  
to a specific context and set of needs, 
they share an appreciation for the 
landscape and climate that have led to 
a uniquely Australian outdoor lifestyle. 
Our work has ranged from the mixed-
use Deutsche Bank Place and Regent 
Place towers, to Frasers Broadway, 
a new urban quarter currently under 
development in Sydney, which combines 
office and apartment buildings with 
shops, restaurants and a new park 
to attract students from the nearby 
university. Exploring the Gold Coast site, 
in particular the connection with  
the water, beach and spectacular 
backdrop of the urban skyline, there  
is potential to create a magnificent  
park setting. 

It is also important to respond to the 
wishes and aspirations of users, and 
our team is experienced in the delivery 
of extensive consultation exercises – it 
was the people of Hong Kong came up 
with the idea for a great waterfront park. 
Gold Coast is a youthful city and the 
new cultural quarter must be relevant 
to the interests and aspirations of its 
visitors. Crucially, incorporating spaces 
for education, with both permanent and 
informal venues for workshops and 
community activities will help this new 
precinct to grow. 

A successful cultural institution is 
not simply driven by its architecture – 
dynamic, creative programming and 
the passion of leaders, curators and 
artists are equally vital. The architectural 
response must therefore have the 
inherent flexibility to respond to an 
innovative, changing programme, and 
we were particularly attracted by your 
vision for open, accessible venues. Our 
projects for the Sage in England and the 
Winspear Opera House in Dallas, USA 
(3) both offer acoustically state-of-the-art 
performance spaces while reaching out to 
the wider public. The expansive canopy 
at the Winspear extends the building 
out to the public realm, opening up a 
traditionally exclusive form of culture for 
all to enjoy. Similarly, the Great Court at 
the British Museum (1) has transformed 
one of London’s long-lost spaces  
into one of the city’s most popular  
tourist destinations. 

Team composition 
To create a cultural precinct that is as 
remarkable for its landscape as for  
its innovative architecture, we have 
teamed up with Gustafson Porter (4).  
We have worked successfully together  
on a number of major commissions, 
including the interior garden at the  
Great Glass House in the Botanic 
Garden of Wales and the Smithsonian 
Institution Courtyard (5) and City Centre 
District, Washington DC. The holistic 
thinking we apply to buildings extends 
naturally to the way we approach the 
design of landscape. Kathryn Gustafson 
understands that completely. She has a 
personal way of going to the heart of the 
matter and identifying what is required. 
Then she devises landscape solutions 
that often seem intuitive but are in fact 
rooted in serious research. 

The principles of sustainability are 
integral to everything we do – our studio 
was among the first to pioneer ideas of 
‘green design’. This aspect of your vision 
we find particularly compelling – our 
experience includes the design of some 
of the world’s most innovative sustainable 
masterplans, from the carbon neutral 
Masdar City in the Abu Dhabi desert,  
to the complex infrastructure of 
Slussen in central Stockholm and the 
transformation of Trafalgar Square  
in London as a pedestrian-friendly  
civic space of national importance.

We come to each new project with 
fresh eyes, an open mind and without 
preconception. However, the breadth 
of our resources are unrivalled – as an 
integrated design practice we are able 
to draw on a talented in-house team of 
architects, structural and environmental 
engineers, urban designers, as well as 
many more specialist disciplines.  
We realise the value of being ‘on the 
ground’ with a local base and would 
combine the benefits of our presence 
in Australia with the resources of our 
London studio. And in the spirit of 
the new Gold Coast district, we are 
keen to work with local consultants, 
designers and architects to combine our 
international expertise with their in-depth 
local understanding. 

Most importantly, we would welcome 
the opportunity to work closely with 
you and the people of Gold Coast to 
understand your hopes and plans for 
this exciting new venture. Together, we 
believe that we can fulfil your vision for 
a landmark cultural precinct that will 
show the world the city’s thriving creative 
scene under the spotlight of the 2018 
Commonwealth Games. 

Gold Coast  
City Council

Foster + Partners
Lead Design

Kathryn Gustafson
Landscape
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Boston Museum of Fine Arts Boston 1999 - 2010
Prestigious international cultural centre. 
New public space for Boston

Marseille Vieux Port  
Marseille, France 2010 - 2013
Creates new informal venues for 
performances and events.  
A flexible events pavilion

Millennium Bridge
London 1996 - 2000
Key part in London’s  
pedestrian infrastructure.
Over 5000 people per  
hour using the bridge

The Sage 
Gateshead, England 1997 - 2004
Regenerates Gateshead’s riverfront 
international music centre.

Trafalgar Square
London, England 1996 - 2003
Civic space in the heart of London.
Required consultation and liaison  
with diverse interest groups .

Reichstag, New German Parliament Building 
Berlin, Germany 1992 - 1999
National monument and Berlin’s most visited destination.
Working with artists.

Winspear Opera House Dallas, USA 2003 - 2009
Major opera house and performing arts centre.
Focal point for Dallas Art District, embracing the outdoors.

West Kowloon Cultural District Kowloon, Hong Kong 2002 -
Working with Positive Solution, we integrated a series of arts,  
performance and leisure venues within an urban park. A cultural destination. 

Lenbachhaus 
Munich, Germany 2003 -  
Strategic site and urban planning 
accommodates large-scale works 
of art.

Relevant design work
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Design philosophy and approach

Foster + Partners has always 
been guided by a belief that the 
quality of our surroundings has 
a direct influence on the quality  
of our lives, whether that is in 
the workplace, at home or in 
the public realm. Allied to that 
is an acknowledgement that 
architecture is generated by the 
needs of people - both material 
and spiritual - and a concern 
for the physical context and the 
culture and climate of place. 
Equally, excellence of design 
and its successful execution  
are central to our approach.

Our Methodology
Our methodology for large scale projects 
involves an iterative process of dialogue 
between professional design expertise, 
client visions and public opinion. The 
challenge is in balancing different and 
occasionally conflicting priorities through 
techniques which are as inclusive, 
transparent and as easily amenable to 
engagement as possible. A variety of 
specialist support teams complement 
design with specific expertise, including 
environmental, human and engineering 
analyses.

This process of iteration is about 
optimizing design through - rather than 
against - a dense variety of requirements. 
It is the plurality which will thereafter 
breathe life into the built forms. 
Masterplans, its spaces and its users  
are about a precise and nuanced 
attention to voices as much as spaces, 
and they guide a design focused on 
building quality of life – it is the hardest 
aspect to achieve. And the one of which 
we are most proud.

Response to the Brief
This is an exciting opportunity to create one of the world’s most 
exceptional new arts districts in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty. This has been our starting point - the potential of the 
landscape, the connection with the water and the Gold Coast’s 
wonderful climate. Our response to the strategic plan is rooted 
in this context and shaped by the natural environment, cultural 
heritage, people and the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct’s vision  
for the future. We have interpreted the brief as a unique 
opportunity to combine these different elements within  
a coherent, intelligent framework. 
The subtropical climate and natural 
environment allow us to reinvent the 
relationship between inside and outside 
space to create a welcoming new 
quarter for all to enjoy. The approach 
to the landscape juxtaposes the built 
environment with a lush garden setting, 
creating a living canvas for works of art, 
from traditional sculptures to dynamic new 
media and digital artworks. Performances 
and events can be enjoyed in an uplifting 
natural environment, against the backdrop 
of the city’s changing skyline.

The first step in creating this 
spectacular new destination is to 
establish efficient infrastructure, 
embracing sustainability, low-energy 
transport and the landscaping of the 
magnificent green park. This includes 
the bridge, facilities for public and private 
transport, the water promenade, as well 
as the panoramic terrace. This phase  
also brings a financial benefit, as  
by creating a sense of place we can  
invite donors to come forward and 
contribute financially or in the form  
of art. The second phase is the design 
of the amphitheatre, arts museum and 
performing arts centre, which can evolve 
as funding allows. Extensive experience 
in the design of cultural masterplans, 
museums, performance venues and 
urban quarters demonstrates that careful 
phasing that can allow the precinct to 
attract visitors from day one is vital. 

Our design aims to create a flexible, 
dynamic framework for life and creativity. 
It will support culture in all its forms, and 
will encourage a wide range of activities, 
both during the day and at night.  
A thriving 24-hour destination, Artscape 
will facilitate cultural participation for 
the local community, as well as for 
international tourists – a visit to the 
precinct will be an unexpected, engaging 
and memorable experience. Our design 
will celebrate the world famous Surfers 
Paradise coastline, while allowing the 
city’s youthful cultural life to emerge  
on a world stage. 
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Current Conditions
The overall Evandale site 
covers 16.9 hectares,  
of which, a large 
percentage of the surface 
is sealed. At this indicative 

stage and for all purposes, sites A  
and B are treated as one site. While 
we recognise the importance of water 
features in the park we question the 
benefit of the existing lake and would 
like to consider that further.

Setting the Scene
The first step is to clearly 
define and establish 
the ‘Great Outdoors’. 
The team would try to 
maintain as much of 

the current flora as possible. For the 
purpose of clarity of the approach, 
we assume that none of the existing 
structures are to remain. However,  
the team would like to examine 
whether it is feasible to retain parts  
of the existing performing arts centre 
for economic and sustainability 
reasons. We also recognise the 
importance of bringing the creative 
industry to the site. 

Green Bridge
The envisioned Green 
Bridge is a key element 
in increasing the 
accessibility of the 
island. Linking Evendale 

to Chevron Island will promote walking 
and cycling and offer new and exiting 
views of the surrounding water  
and skyline. Bicycle stands on both 
sides of the bridge will be integrated 
in the overall landscape strategy to 
allow for a practical use and future 
growth. The design of the green 
bridge will respond to the surrounding 
environment and be the first 
impression for visitors coming  
from Chevron Island and the 
envisioned Artswalk.

Public and Private 
Transport
Private and public 
transport facilities should 
be accommodated 
as close as possible 

to Bundall Road. In order to avoid 
expensive parking structures below 
ground, we envision a landscaped 
solution whereby the terrace structure 
is an integral part of the subtropical 
garden allowing for natural cross 
ventilation and minimising the visual 
impact. 

Creating Australia’s finest Cultural Precinct

4

21
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Art Museum

Performing Arts Centre

Epic Terrace

Amphitheatre

Creating Australia’s finest Cultural Precinct

Arriving by Boat
Given its setting, it is only 
natural to establish a place 
where visitors arriving 
by boat can disembark. 
This location needs to be 

carefully considered and should support 
the overall accessibility strategy.  
A direct route to the heart of the cultural 
hub allows for the possibility of a red 
carpet treatment for special events.

The Epic Terrace
The terrace will be  
a defining feature, linking 
all points of entry and 
therefore becoming the 
heart of the cultural 

precinct. It will be an emblematic 
outdoor space, set within the 
subtropical garden and allowing  
direct access to all major facilities.  
It is important to create a pleasant 
setting that allows for visitors to  
gather and events to take place on  
a 24 hour basis.

Waterfront
The exposed eastern 
edge of the waterfront, 
linking two arrival points 
will form the main part 
of the water promenade. 

From here one can enjoy the water 
and spectacular skyline of the Golden 
Coast. The relationship to the water is 
critical and the design team would look 
at successful existing conditions that 
can be found in places as varied as 
Venice and the Grachten in Amsterdam.

Cultural Buildings
The new structures will 
be placed as such to 
engage meaningfully 
with their surroundings. 
Assuming the 

amphitheatre is the lowest structure, 
it is located to the east to allow for 
views of the subtropical garden and 
skyline from the terrace. The arts 
museum and performing art centre will 
help create an iconic destination that 
celebrates the arts and outdoors.  
The team envisions both structures  
to play a key part in its approach 
to make the precinct a cultural 
development that will be seen  
a landmark for its embrace of 
the outdoors and its sustainable 
achievements. Their location will  
allow for their structures to be built  
in phases.

8

65
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Artscape and the Great Outdoors

Open-air 
Amphitheatre

Performing Arts Centre

Subtropical Garden

Green Bridge


