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NORD is an architecture & design practice, 
originally founded in Glasgow, and based on 
the delivery of award-winning architecture 
and commissioned research into the built 
environment.  

Of particular interest to our work has been 
Glasgow’s rich history of ‘making things’.  
Within industrial Britain there was a sense 
of collective pride and craftsmanship 
about what came out of factories and 
workshops. This understanding and passion 
for materials, technological innovation, for 
detail, craftsmanship, texture and pattern 
is something, which underpins the work 
of NORD. Such an approach has led to 
the development of a series of buildings, 
places; products and objects, which 
respond to 21st century needs but celebrate 
this tradition of craftsmanship and love of 
materials.  

  PROFESSOR ALAN PERT
  DIRECTOR
  M’Arch RIBA FRIAS ARB

Alan Pert (NORD founder and Director) 
is Professor in Architecture and Director 
of the Melbourne School of Design at 
the University of Melbourne where a 
multi-disciplinary approach to practice is 
infl uencing and shaping future development 
which should be not only environmentally, 
but also economically and socially 
sustainable.
 
NORD have received a number of 
prestigious awards for architecture both in 
general and across a range of individual 
sectors. In 2006 NORD were awarded 
the Young Architect of the Year Award, 
recognised as the premier accolade for 
young practices in the UK and Ireland. 
This was followed in 2007 by the Scottish 
Architect of the Year Award. The Company 
continues to gain recognition for design 
work with the recent Primary Substation 
for the 2012 Olympics being honoured 
with both an RIBA Award and the Supreme 
Winner Award at the Brick Design Awards 
2010 as well as being long-listed for the 
Stirling Prize (on a list of 19). NORD’s 
Shingle House was also recently awarded 
with an RIBA award and was long-listed for 
the 2011 Manser Medal (on a list of 17).

TANDEM is an award winning architectural 
practice formed in 2004 by Tim Hill and 
James Murray, specializing in innovative 
cultural spaces and museums.

  TIM HILL
  DIRECTOR
  B Arch (hons) RAIA
  M Arch RMIT

  JAMES MURRAY
  DIRECTOR
  B Arch (hons) RAIA
  M Arch RMIT

TANDEM founded 2005
XINGANG SHIPYARDS, TIANJIN
1st place international design competition
189 hectare mixed use cultural commercial 
precinct. Tianjin Binhai government. With 
ANS.

POLLYWOODSIDE MUSEUM, 
MELBOURNE 
Winner MAGNA award for best permanent 
museum display. National Trust of Victoria.

NGV.I COMMERCIAL MASTERPLAN, 
MELBOURNE 
High Commendation IDEA awards. National 
Gallery of Victoria

MONA, HOBART $80M
Art museum for private collector, with Nonda 
Katsilidis, schematic design and design 
development phases. David Walsh.

DESIGN ASSOCIATES 
Lab Architecture Studio 1997-2003
SOHO Shang-du, BEIJING $400M
1st place international design competition 
selection for mixed use commercial and 
retail complex. SOHO China, Tim Hill team 
leader 

QGOMA
2nd place international design competition.
Queensland Government, James Murray 
team leader

BMW Central Building, LEIPZIG
2nd place international design competition
BMW. Tim Hill team leader

NGV.A, MELBOURNE $80M
National Gallery Victoria Australian 
Collection at Federation Square.  Victorian 
Government. Design Architect and Team 
Leader James Murray 

Atrium Building + BMW Edge $40M
Large scale gathering space and theatre at 
Federation Square.  Design Architect and 
Team Leader Tim Hill 

Operating as one global studio, Woods 
Bagot draw on experience and research 
to create unique design responses in the 
areas of architecture, consulting, interior 
design and urban design services.

Authentic design solutions are generated 
in collaboration with clients, that satisfy the 
distinctive needs of each project. Clients 
have unlimited access to an international 
knowledge base, while still benefi ting from 
project support provided by a local studio.

Woods Bagot operates across four sectors: 
Education, Science and Health, Lifestyle, 
Sport and Workplace. Multi-disciplinary 
teams are located across Asia, Australia, 
Europe, the Middle East and North America. 
Within these regions, studios are staffed 
with local and international designers and 
specialists.

As an established practice since 1869, 
Woods Bagot have an impressive portfolio 
of past work and a reputation for excellence. 
The breadth of knowledge gained from such 
a vast history of design led to the creation of 
the research arm of Woods Bagot. Public, 
celebrates a new era, whereby theoretical 
and applied research underpins every 
project.

  MARK DAMANT
  PRINCIPAL 
  B Arch (Natal, SA)

Mark Damant has been principal of Woods 
Bagot in Brisbane for the last 8 years and 
has led Studio design for this period. 

During this time he has contributed to 
several key projects that include such 
diverse projects as QUT 2033 Masterplan, 
Mackay Base Hospital, The Cairns Institute 
at JCU and a variety of residential projects. 
Currently Mark is the design leader for 1 
William street, Brisbane, a new building for 
the Queensland State public service

Prior to this period with Donovan Hill, 
Mark led the fi rst schematic design for the 
Queensland State Library. With Denton 
Corker Marshall, Mark led the Denton 
Corker Brisbane studio for Brisbane Square 
and South Bank Arbour, and was project 
leader for the Melbourne Museum.

Holt Damant Associates is a design 
research practice and network. Founded on 
the belief that collaboration and research is 
integral to design, each project is motivated 
by a spatial idea or philosophical construct 
as a challenge to current form-based 
practice.

The agency of HDA lies with the reach 
of its network and its particular approach 
to space. Projects include a diverse and 
complementary group of practitioners and 
academics; often spanning many years and 
crossing over into teaching and research.

  KATHI HOLT-DAMANT
  DIRECTOR
  PhD (RMIT)
  MArch by design (Melb)
  BArch (Natal, SA)

Kathi has specialised in interdisciplinary 
urban and architectural design research 
over the last 20 years at several leading 
Australian Universities. Her work at QUT 
has specialised in research challenges 
relating to climate change and urbanisation 
– especially impacts on resources [like land, 
water, infrastructure, energy, housing and 
food production].
 
THE EXCHANGE (2008-2009)
A experimental study in urban best practice 
integrating digital and green technologies 
to combat climate change in sub-tropical 
climates.

Brisbane City’s winning entry for an 
international competition to design a City 
pavilion for the ‘Urban Best Practice Area’ 
at the Shanghai Expo ‘Better Cities, Better 
Life’ in 2010.

ELASTIC URBANISM
Exhibited 2009 as part of a group show ‘Bio-
Diverse-City’ curated by Barry Fitzpatrick 

EMERGING URBAN FUTURES 2004-2009
Project examining the impact of urban 
sprawl in South East Queensland and 
proposing strategies which integrate public 
transport to produce alternative forms of 
development.  Funded by the Australian 
Research Council, Queensland Rail, and 
Queensland Transport. 

TAMI DANCE
Brisbane Festival 2011

OCULUS is a design based Urban Design 
and Landscape Architecture studio focused 
on creating great public spaces. Work is 
based in the public and private sectors 
throughout Australia, New Zealand, the USA 
and SE Asia. 

The OCULUS studio has a commitment 
to projects that: bolster social interaction; 
are based on achieving public amenity; are 
inclusive; are delightfully individual; and 
respond sensitively and cleverly to their 
particular environmental setting. 

  MARK JACQUES
  ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
  M Urban Des B Des (hons)

Mark Jacques is an Urban Designer and 
Landscape Architect with more than fi fteen 
years experience across a broad scope of 
projects in Australia, Asia and Europe.

FEDERATION SQUARE EAST (2009-
2010) Melbourne, VIC

CUB SITE LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN
Melbourne, VIC

2007-2008 SOHO SHANGDU
Beijing, China

  CLAIRE MARTIN
  SENIOR ASSOCIATE
  B Des (Hons) AILA

Claire Martin is a senior landscape architect 
with a background in fi ne art and visual 
communication, and experience in Australia 
and the UK. Whilst at OCULUS she has 
been involved with a wide variety of projects
including but not limited to school, 
university, museum, public infrastructure 
and public domain projects.

FRANKIN WHARF IMPROVEMENTS
Hobart, TAS
2010 AILA Victoria Award for Design in 
Landscape Architecture

PERCY GRAINGER MUSEUM
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC

As Atelier environmental design consultants, 
Atelier Ten are committed to high-
performance and sustainable design within 
the built environment.

Drawing from extensive knowledge of 
green building design principals, strategies, 
technologies, and analytical tools, Atelier 
Ten develops creative, practical, and 
appealing design solutions. Methodologies 
combine qualitative and quantitative 
thinking; delivering design solutions based 
on the cornerstones of sustainability, 
environmental integrity, economic viability 
and social well being.

As an international consultancy, Atelier 
Ten operates from offi ces in New York, 
San Francisco, London, and soon Sydney 
Australia

  PAUL STOLLER
  DIRECTOR
  BS, MA, M Arch
  LEED AP BD+C

FEDERATION SQUARE, MELBOURNE
Environmental design, including layered 
facades, high performance ventilation and 
labyrinth development.

GARDENS BY THE BAY, SINGAPORE
Environmental design of climate-controlled 
biodomes through the use of innovative 
strategies, including supertree structures.

ESPLANADE THEATRES, SINGAPORE
Design of external shade system which has 
become an iconic characteristic of the arts 
centre.

BING CONCERT HALL, STANFORD 
UNIVERSITY
Design of building envelope to optimise 
environmental performance and interior 
comfort.

SAN FRANSISCO MUSEUM OF MODERN 
ART, SAN FRANSISCO
Building envelope for museum extension 
with focus on improving art preservation, 
visitor experience, and energy performance.

PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART 
RENOVATION AND ADDITION, 
PHILADELPHIA
Environmental design, including storm water 
management, for multi-phase renovation 
project,

FROST MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, MIAMI
Environmental design, including natural 
ventilation and open air circulation, for the 
expansion of science centre with museum, 
theatres, planetarium, and aquarium.  

CULTURAL SPACES & MUSEUMS LANDSCAPE PROJECT DELIVERY THEATRES URBAN DESIGN ENVIRONMENT
NORDTANDEM Woods Bagot Holt DamantOCULUS Atelier Ten

TEAM COMPOSITION, SKILLS, CAPABILITY AND SUITABILITY

Complex, ambitious projects requires a team of specialists, able to bring their particular 
skills to the community in a co-operative, collaborative framework.
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Museum of Old and New Art Hobart, TAS
With Nonda Katsilidis. Art museum for 
private collector, schematic design and 
design development phases.

Tramway, Glasgow, UK
Completed by Dr Alan Pert prior to founding 
NORD, the Tramway is a highly regarded 
performing arts venue in Glasgow, UK.  The 
project won the Grand Prix at the 2001 
Scottish Design Awards.  

V&A Museum – Dr Susan Weber 
Furniture Gallery, London, UK
Completed by NORD in December 2012 
the new furniture galleries are an evolution 
of the standard model for galleries at this 
prestigious London museum.

St Peter’s Square, Manchester, UK
Short-listed competition entry for a 
substantial civic square in Manchester.  The 
proposals mediate a complex programme 
of public transport, event space, gathering, 
leisure, remembrance and civic repose into 
a holistic and legible public space.  

Hanley Canal Quarter Masterplan, 
Stoke-on-Trent, UK
A competition winning masterplan for a 
large new area of Stoke-on-Trent (UK) 
encompassing housing, commerce, retail, 
leisure, industry and infrastructure.  NORD 
designed public realm works including 
a new canal crossing have now been 
implemented. 

Federation Square and NGV.A 
Melbourne, VIC
Whilst at LAB. Architectural design of the 
art gallery for the NGV Australian collection 
with a focus on circulation and fl exible 
exhibition spaces.

Xingang Shipyard Cultural and 
Entertainment District Tianjin, China
Redevelopment of 189 hectare site 
including foreshore parkland, maritime 
museum, ferry terminal and yacht club. With 
ANS.

Federation Square  Melbourne, VIC
Environmental strategies and schematic 
engineering including layered facades, high 
performance ventilation and labyrinth for 
cooling of public spaces.

Gardens by the Bay  Singapore 
Innovative design strategies to control 
climate of biodomes, including through the 
supertree structures, with exemplary low 
energy demand levels. World Building of the 
Year 2012.

Bing Concert Hall  
Stanford University, California
Environmental design for building envelope 
to optimise environmental performance as 
well as the thermal and visual comfort of 
concert-goers.

Melbourne Exhibition and Convention 
Centre, Melbourne, VIC
Multi use plenary and auditorium spaces, 
civic building of signifi cant scale and urban 
design along the Yarra River.

Museum of Old and New Art Hobart, TAS
Masterplan for 16 hectare estate providing 
connections between existing events and 
structuring new events, including a major 
new museum, luxury accommodation, 
outdoor performance spaces and ferry stop.

The Exchange
Brisbane City’s winning entry for an 
international competition to design a City 
pavilion for the ‘Urban Best Practice Area’ 
at the Shanghai Expo ‘Better Cities, Better 
Life’ in 2010.

The Exchange, was selected by an 
international jury in fi rst place from a fi eld 
of 108 entries from major cities around the 
world. It became one of 15 Urban Best 
Practice exhibition pavilions to be built for 
the 2010 Expo.

Elastic Urbanism
Part of the Bio-diverse-city group exhibition 
curated by Barry Fitzpatrick and showcasing 
design approaches for a resilient and 
sustainable future.  Expanded as a 
project for parametric modelling leading to 
sustainable future urban development.

Federation Square East Melbourne, VIC
A civic development proposal for a new type 
of Urban Park for Melbourne incorporating 
commercial offi ces, residences and hotel, 
new exhibition halls and associated car 
parking and servicing. 

Princess Alexandra Hospital, Expansion, 
Brisbane, QLD
The master plan and design improved 
functionality within the existing facility, 
provided for immediate service demand 
increases and produced a pragmatic future 
proofi ng solution. 

The Cairns Institute, James Cook 
University, Cairns, QLD
Building in the tropics with auditoria 
and public spaces and display of 
anthropomorphic artefact. Intrinsic to 
the design proposition was a concept 
that celebrated the rainforest setting and 
enriched the place experience.
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PLAYING IN THE SAND

THE CIRCLE WALK

The Circle Walk is an elevated, circular 
walkway that unifi es and defi nes the edges 
of the Artscape, it connects existing and 
proposed buildings, as well as existing and 
proposed landscapes.

The Circle Walk can be travelled at the 
upper level, with elevated views, or at the 
lower level under cover from the elements.  
The walk and the space it defi nes act 
together as the communal centre of the site, 
with multiple connections providing a setting 
and vantage point for the activities of the 
Artscape, New Arts Museum and Living Arts 
Centre.

ARTSCAPE DISK

The Artscape is a gently sloping disk, 
sheltered by a forest of palm trees and 
punctuated by an invented archaeology 
of sunken gardens and basement 
exposed from demolished buildings. 
Leftover from previous occupations of 
the site, the irregular pattern of these 
basement courtyards create settings for art 
installations and live music performances.

The disk rises from ground level to meet 
the slightly raised foyers of the LAC and 
the NAM, climaxing at the connection to 
the green bridge and entry point for the 
amphitheatre at Evandale Park.

The palm forest defi nes a clearing within 
the Artscape focused on a screen for public 
gatherings, concerts and sports events.   
The gentle slope of the rising disk creates 
clear view lines for crowds to see the 
screen.

The basement courtyards, large screen, 
palm forest, giant amphitheatre and circling 
Circle Walk create a rich and immersive 
place with multiple focus points, activities 
and programs, capable of hosting a large 
public event or many smaller ones.

THE CIRCLE EVOKES THE SIMPLE PLEASURE OF PLAYING IN THE SAND, OF MAKING A SIMPLE GEOMETRIC MARK IN AN 
UNCONTROLLABLE AND SHIFTING LANDSCAPE.

THE ARTSCAPE IS ABOVE ALL AN INVITATION TO GATHER, A PLACE TO START A CONVERSATION, ABOUT WHERE WE ARE AND WHERE 
WE’RE GOING.  IN THE SAME WAY, THIS RESPONSE IS A FRAMEWORK TO BEGIN THE SAME CONVERSATION, BEFORE THERE’S A PLACE, 
ABOUT WHAT THAT PLACE MIGHT BE.

LANDSCAPE OF BERMS

The Artscape, NAM and LAC are enclosed 
by a network of low berms that provide unity 
to the site, protection from rising sea levels 
and a gentle, walk-able landscape.  The 
berms have been designed with a view to 
forming the future coast line of the precinct 
in keeping with the rises in sea level 
predicted by the ICCC.

Like dunes behind beaches, the berms have 
small intimate spaces and open plateaus 
with long, short and medium length views.

The berms extend the art trails, vegetation 
and character of Evandale Park and 
enclose the Artscape. 

CARPARKING

Carparking has been consolidated to the 
North West corner of the site, freeing 
up the areas to the south of the site for 
reinstatement as active parklands.  The 
confi guration of car parking on the upper 
level creates an additional space for large 
scale events and installations.

GIANT STEPS AMPHITHEATRE

The rim of the Artscape joins the uppermost 
terrace of a giant amphitheatre, nestled 
into the slope of a berm.  Facing a fl oating 
screen moored in Evandale Lake, the 
amphitheatre is the setting for outdoor 
cinema, opera, theatre and concerts.  

Pedestrian pathways run through the 
landscaped terraces of the amphitheatre, 
connecting the Artscape to Evandale Park.

GREEN BRIDGE

The Green Bridge connects pedestrians 
and cyclists travelling from Chevron Island 
to the top tier of the amphitheatre and high 
point of the Artscape Disk.  

The Green Bridge is both a connector 
and a place, with a series of landings and 
promontories for public art, extending the 
Artspace across the river and into Chevron 
Island.

LAC and NAM: TENTS AND VERANDAS

The LAC and NAM are designed for the 
Gold Coast indoor outdoor climate.  Both 
buildings are housed in tent like structures, 
creating shelter from sun and rain, while 
ducting in cooling breezes.  

At ground level the tents feel like giant, 
ventilated verandas.  Visitors pass from 
Artscape, to foyer space then into the 
surrounding landscape without passing 
through doors, creating an open, highly 
porous ground plane.

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

The need to cool air in the NAM and LAM 
provide an opportunity to showcase the 
world’s best environmental design.  The 
proposal is for cooling through the use of a 
desiccant dehumidifi cation process powered 
by a low carbon heat source, such as dried 
sugar cane mulch.  The dehumidifi ed air is 
cooled by heat rejection to the canals, vastly 
reducing power consumption and water 
requirements.

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 2

The simple geometry of the Circle 
Walk unifi es the different pieces of the 
surrounding buildings and landscape with a 
simple, readily understood gesture.

  

The Circle Walk therefore anticipates a 
changing future, allowing new elements to 
be connected or removed without disrupting 
the essential character established by its 
simple form.
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01. the circle as a place to look into and out 
of, to journey towards and from

02. basements salvaged from old buildings 
for art installations and live performances

05. berm landscape evoking beach dunes

06. art trails through a network of new and 
old settings within and beyond the Artscape

07. artscape and amphitheatre events

08. a bridge with places

03. elevation to capture cooling breezes

04. gathering: a circle within a circle

09. a tent overhead that provides shelter 
and creates verandas at the ground level

10. tents and verandas create a highly 
porous, interconnected ground plane

11. over time, buildings can be added or 
removed from the ring, creating long term 
fl exibility
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ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION DIAGRAM
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