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UA International is a Group of Architectural firms established in 2000 by Urban Architecture Design Co. Ltd.
(UK), Youan Architects Shanghai and Shanghai Zheng Yi Architectural Design Co. Ltd.
The Group acts as a unique firm and its current staff is of nearly 700, including more than 600 architects, the
core designers usually have international professional background and extensive experience in the practice.
The professional activities offered by the Group encompass urban planning, urban design, architectural design, landscape design, interior design, real estate consulting
Design work by UA has been carried out all over China’s 24 provincial-level administrative Regions in 50 cities,
and has completed 15 high-rise public buildings and more than 20 large urban complexes.
UA ranks in the top five Chinese private design companies.
The annual design construction area is in excess of 10 million square meters.
The Group is organized through 11 autonomous Studios with different specializations, and Studio 7, which is
the one participating to the Competition, is focused on innovative architecture, which is a fast growing niche in
the Chinese market.
With the aim of producing the best contemporary architecture among the Chinese firms and becoming also
recognized abroad, UA’s Studio 7 has created an international team with foreign architects and Chinese with
international experience.
Zhou Jungang, who is the Studio Leader, has studied at the Berlage Institut of Rotterdam and worked for
MVRDV.
Andrea D’Imperio who is Studio 7’s Design Director was previously working for Zaha Hadid Architects and has
been the Project Leader for P. P. Maggiora on the CityLife project in Milan, in team with Libeskind, Hadid and
Isozaki.
Along with the commercial projects, that are the Group’s main business, several Cultural Projects have been
carried out as Cultural Centers, Museums and Showrooms.

SHENYANG CULTURAL CENTER

AIR CITY SALE HOUSE

CHINA NATIONAL ART ACADEMY

KUNSHAN 21 NEW CITY KINDERGARTEN & SCHOOL

YUYAO CULTURAL DISTRICT

DRAGON VALLEY CULTURAL CITY - THE CLUB HOUSE
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NANCHANG FUTURE CITY OF GREEN LAND
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Zesong Shi - Partner in charge and legal representative for the Competition
Urban Architecture’s Partner / Chairman
National first grade registered architect
1989-1993

Xian Transportation University Bachelor of Engineering

1995-1998

Dongnan University Master of Architecture

1993-1996

Nanjing Architectural Design and Research Institute, Architect

1998-2000

Huadong Architectural Design and Research Institute, Architect

Andrea D’Imperio - Project Leader
Andrea is the Design Director and Chief Design Architect at Studio 7 of Urban Architecture

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (URBAN ARCHITECTURE)
YUYAO CULTURAL DISTRICT

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (ZAHA HADID ARCHITECTS)
HONGQIAO SKY SOHO

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (P.P. MAGGIORA)
CAOFIEDIAN COMPETITION (CHINA)

and has almost twenty years of professional activity with an extensive experience on high level
architectural projects having worked on several internationally renowned projects.
Previously to joining Urban Architecture he has been working for Zaha Hadid Architects on the
mixed use project of Hongqiao Sky Soho in Shanghai, published on several international magazines as GA Document.
In the period from 2009 to 1010 he has worked in Australia with Bates Smart and the Joint Venture
Bates Smart/Woods Bagot on the competition for the new Victoria Comprehensive Cancer Center.
Between 2004 and 2009 he was Project Leader for P.P. Maggiora on the CityLife project in Italy,
a large redevelopment in the center of Milan carried out in team with the offices of Zaha Hadid,
Daniel Libeskind and Arata Isozaki. He was also responsible for the coordination of the general
aspects of the project that were carried out jointly by all the offices.
This project has become the Icon of the Future Milan, thanks especially to the three skyscrapers
juxtaposed in a single square, and has been published on all major newspapers and magazines.
In the competition the Team beat a very strong competition with names as Renzo Piano, Norman
Foster, Frank O. Gehry, Sanaa, Dominique Perrault, Rem Koolhaas, Richard Rogers.

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (P.P. MAGGIORA)
CITYLIFE MASTERPLAN

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (P.P. MAGGIORA)
CITYLIFE - DESIGN CENTER

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (P.P. MAGGIORA)
CITYLIFE - MUSEO DEL BAMBINO

ANDREA D’IMPERIO (P.P. MAGGIORA)
CITYLIFE - RESIDENTIAL TOWER

His experience is very wide and among many commercial and residential projects he has also
carried out several cultural projects, like the Museo del Bambino (Child’s Museum) and the Design Centre within the CityLife project in Milan, and more recently the competition for the Cultural
District in Yuyao near Shanghai.

Yao Yuan - Design Architect
Yao has achieved a Bachelor of Architecture at HUAZHONG University of science & technology
and a Bachelor of Artistic Design at WUHAN University of Technology.
He has been working for the French firm Architecture Studio in Shanghai from 2005 to 2010 and
has been design architect for several projects.
From 2012 he is a Senior Design Architect at UA responsible for the design of various projects.

YAO YUAN (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
CHQ 4

YAO YUAN (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
SHPDG 7

YAO YUAN (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
SHPDG 19

Zhou Jungang - Design and Project Architect
Zhou has achieved a Bachelor of Architecture at DALIAN University of Technology and a Master
in Architecture at the Berlage Institute in Rotterdam.
2010-		

Leader of Studio 7 at Urban Architecture

2009-2010

Architect at MVRDV - Rotterdam

2006-2008

Design Architect at Architecture Studio - Shanghai

2003-2006

Design Architect at Qianzou Design - Shanghai

Ioana Marica

Junior Architect

Lin Lin			Junior Architect
Yican Wu		

Junior Architect

Runqi Liang

Junior Architect

Zhenlong Ma

Junior Architect

ZHOU JUNGANG (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
TIANJIN EXPO CENTER
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ZHOU JUNGANG (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
TRANSFORMATION OF GAS TANKS, BEIJING

ZHOU JUNGANG (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
NINGBO CITY CBD

ZHOU JUNGANG (ARCHITECTURE STUDIO)
TAIPEI POP MUSIC CENTER
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The Ribbon, as “Fil Rouge” of the Project, is a
Golden Ribbon metaphorically connecting the
long sandy beach of Gold Coast to the Cultural
Precinct, arriving from the seaside and emerging on Chevron Island to become the bridge in
shape of ribbon that gives form to the new cultural buildings of the precinct.
This is the main inspiration for our project, because this geometrical form can be understood
as a metaphor of the complexity and continuous
flow of contemporary Life, Society and especially of Culture.
Life is dynamic, not static, it is in continuous
flow. So is Culture. The ribbon represents the
interconnection and feedback of cultural and
social components: Visual Arts, Performing Art,
Cinema, Happenings, and Social Gatherings.
The Mobius Strip, which is the main reference
for our Ribbon, is one of the best examples, with
its faces swapping from the interior to the exterior side, in a puzzling and apparently contradictory or unexplainable way.
This was the inspiration of several works of C.
M. Escher, the Dutch pioneer of Paradoxical Art,
during the 1960’s.
The use of the Mobius Strip’s concept for the
Ribbon is motivated also by the conceptual integration that the façade of the building operates
between the two elements of Nature and Culture, that are represented by each of the Ribbon’s faces that alternate each other in being
seen as the external skin of the building. One
face is realized in with a Golden Metal finish,
and represents the Beach and the sand of Gold
Coast, the other face is made of a continuous
Electronic Display that will be used for Digital
Arts Installations and for information about the
program of activities at the Precinct.

Since the last few decades there has been an
ever growing interest of the Arts towards Mathematics, and Complexity and Chaos have become the new paradigm informing all aspects of
Culture and Art.
Fractals, Strange Attractors, Chaos, Random
Patterns, Voronoi Diagrams, Cellular Automata:
all these new mathematical discoveries are ever
more often used in the Arts because of their ability to explain the real complexity of Life, overcoming the now unacceptable simplifications
of linear explanations and Euclidean geometric
forms.

Elizabeth Turk - Ribbons (2008) Ribbon #6 Ribbon #8

They are used as metaphors of our Living Condition, the Complexity and the Paradoxes of
Life, Nature and Society.
Kelci M. Kelci - 500 club (mobius strip) (2007)

These concepts have been used by several artists among which:
Elizabeth Turk, who realizes marble ribbons in
random shapes;
Book Artist and Poet Kelci M. Kelci uses the Mobius Strip concept and geometrical properties to
create a fusion of Sculpture and Poetry in her
Artwork. [Three Mobius strips of different widths
and lengths tangle a nest of drinking with long
lost friends on a weeknight.]

Chaotic Atmospheres - Strange Attractors Digital Art

Digital Artist Istvan and his blog Chaotic Atmospheres, that exploit the expressive potential of
Strange Attractors in realizing original forms of
ribbons following mathematic formulas.
Artist-Physicist Paul Friedlander, who creates
Kinetic Light Sculptures;

In this way the building, besides presenting itself as an Icon of Contemporary Architecture
will be a real Conceptual Work of Art in its own
right and will take part in the recent Aesthetics
Trend that uses the Ribbon to represent “Flow”,
“Complexity”, “Instability”, “Unpredictability”.

Paul Friedlander - Kinetic Light Sculptures
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

Car Circulation

The New Buildings are wrapped within the
Ribbon, incorporating the existing with the
new behind the new skin.
The Living Arts Centre retains the existing Auditorium, integrating it with the new
theatres and facilities that will be built over
and around it. The new theatre will be built
above the existing, using a new structure to
bear the loads.

Zoning

The Museum will sit next to the Riverside
Building that will also be included within the
wrapping Ribbon, creating a new facade for
it with the ribbon on one side, and creating
an atrium to give light to the existing windows on the other side.
The Pedestrian Terrace between the two
buildings will act as main access to both
the Centre and the Museum, and will be
the Hub of the Social Space, connecting a
continuous flow between the Buildings, the
Outdoor Theatre, the Naturalistic Routes,
and the Drinks’ Riverbank.
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VIEW FROM SOUTH
SECTION

LEV 1 +3.0m

LEV B2 -5.0m

LEV B1 -2.0m
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LEV 2 +8.0m

LEV 3 +13.0m

LEV 4 +18.0m
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